REFERENCE LIBRARIANS 

AND 

GENEALOGY 

NOTES FOR THE REFERENCE LIBRARIAN


Familiarize yourself with the genealogy and local history resources that you have in your library.  Know what is in your genealogy help section in the 929s and what kinds of resources you have in your local history section if you have one.


NOTE:  It is helpful to know a little history.  Genesee County is the Mother County for Western New York.  It was formed in 1802.  Allegany was taken off in 1806, Niagara, Chautauqua and Cattaraugus in 1808, Erie, Monroe and Livingston in 1821, Orleans in 1824 and Wyoming in 1841.  If your patron is looking for very early records, perhaps before your county was formed, it might be wise to suggest they look in Genesee County.

THE REFERENCE INTERVIEW


To begin you need to find out if the person is a local citizen or an out of town visitor.  This is often evident from the beginning, but if you’re not sure ask, it can save time and effort.  If they are local and just beginning their search, they may well need to start in the 929s with general genealogy how-to books.


If they are looking for obituaries in local newspapers, they must know at least the month and year of death.  If they do not at least know this information, they need to research the person perhaps in local cemetery records to find the information.  If the person died before the late 1880s they have very little chance of finding an obituary unless the person was a very well know important person locally.  Very early newspapers rarely included local obituaries but were heavier on national figures.


If they are looking for family information from your locality, they need to be guided to your local history collection.  Explain the resources you have, indexes, local genealogies, etc., and then let them look.   It is not your job to find the information for them but guide them to the sources they might use.


Remind them that these are Reference materials but they can be photocopied.  (At Swan Library the first 5 pages are free and after that it is .10 per page.)


After they have exhausted your collection, you can suggest other sources.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES

1. New York State has a network of official government historians for every village, city, town, county and borough.  These historians often have information not found elsewhere.  Some of the historians will not do any genealogy.  It is specific from the State that they are not to do genealogy, but that they can assist with family history.  Family history deals with just the history of that family in their particular municipality.  Some are more helpful than others, all you can do is have a list of the historians at the Reference Desk and give out the contact information and let the researcher contact them.  The list of historians can be obtained from the County Historian 

NOTE:  (Dee Robinson also has a list)

2. Locally you can direct them to the County Clerk’s office which has deed information, old census, miscellaneous records, maps and plat maps, etc.

3. Also, at the Surrogate’s office local wills can be searched.  Wills are public documents, which can be searched and copied.  They often have family members names and where they lived.

4. Each County has a County Historian who also has a collection, which may not be found elsewhere.

5. Locally there are genealogical and historical societies.  Some of the historical societies do not have collections.  Some genealogical societies are small enough that they do not have large collections but often they have people who will help with research.

6. Birth, marriage and death records are generally kept in the town and village clerk’s office.  These records begin after 1880.  Town, Village, City and County historians often have earlier records, which were in the form of collected indexes from newspapers and the occasional judges or circuit preacher records.  To find records after 1880, which might not be found locally, suggest they check at the state level.  The records are at the NYS Department of Health, the patron can write to the Department or access the department online.  Indexes to the Vital Records of NYS are available for research at Rochester Public Library and at the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library.

7. In each county, the county seat’s public library often has a larger local history collection than other smaller libraries.  Albion, Batavia and Lockport are the county seat libraries to which smaller libraries can direct the patron if their own resources are limited.

INTERNET RESOURCES

The patron can access these resources either on your computers or at home at their leisure.

http://resources.rootsweb.com/usa/NY.html New York State Resources at Rootsweb.  This site will list each county in New York State.  You can click directly to the county that you need.  The content of each site varies, some are invaluable some have only limited use.  Also from this page you can go to other states and counties in the U. S.

http://www.rootsweb.com This address is for the main page at Rootsweb.  At the top of this page you can type in a first and last name, and it will search submitted genealogies at World Connect and bring up possible matches.  Information obtained here should not be looked at as definitive, but as a starting point.  Other family researchers submit the information, some have bibliographical proof, and some don’t.

http://genforum.genealogy.com Genforum is a site where you can type in a family last name and be sent to a list of emails from numerous people doing research on that specific family name.  You can also send your inquiries to the site.

http://boards.ancestry.com Ancestry message boards are similar to Genforum.

http://www.health.state.ny.us/vital_records At this website is information on obtaining birth, death and marriage records at the state level.  

http://www.cyndislist.com Cyndi’s List website is an extensive resource for research.  It covers everything from beginning genealogy to specific research sites and topics.

http://www.interment.net Interment has burial records from around the world.  The site is not comprehensive, though.  This site is best used for 7 cemeteries in Genesee County and 26 cemeteries in Niagara County.  Orleans County’s 80 cemeteries and burials can be found at the county’s Roostweb site at http://www.rootsweb.com/~nyorlean.  

Major sites such as Heritage Quest, Ancestry and Sanborn Insurance Maps are extremely helpful. These sites are normally accessible only with payment or sponsorship from an organization.  We are fortunate to have these sites accessible in some Nioga libraries.  Medina Library has access to Heritage Quest and the Sanborn site and Swan Library has Heritage Quest and Ancestry is coming, Richmond in Batavia and Lewiston has access to both.   The Ancestry site is accessible only within the specific library.  

The County seat public libraries websites are valuable resources themselves; each of these sites has much additional information on online and lists of local resources:


http://www.batavialibrary.org Richmond Memorial Library in Batavia


http://www.swanlibrary.org Swan Library in Albion


http://www.lockportlibrary.org Lockport Library in Lockport

.

